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ABSTRACT

Background & objectives: The most obvious indicators of a country's growth and
development are technological capabilities and its scientific research. Therefore, any attempt
to clarify the status of research and facing obstacles is important. The aim of this study is to
investigate the problems and obstacles of knowledge from the viewpoint of faculty members
of Ardabil University of Medical Sciences.

Methods: In a descriptive and survey study, sample contains 126 faculty members in
Ardabil University of Medical Sciences were selected using Morgan and Krejcie table of
sample size determination. The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire with two
parts, i.e. demographic information and the Questionnaire of Research Barriers by
Sotoodehasl et al. (2014) including 39 items on a 5 point Likert Scale continuum. A One-
Sample T-Test, an independent samples T-Test, and an ANOVA test were used for the data
analysis.

Results: The mean of the area of problems related to preparation of research project and
development was 2.86 which is less than the conceptual mean but is not statistically
significant (p=0.056). However in the other three areas, i.e. the means of problems in the
implementation of the project, administrative and managerial problems, and individual
problems were greater than the conceptual mean and the differences were statistically
significant (p<0.05). The mean of questions in the four areas was 3.23 which is greater than
the conceptual mean and the difference is also significant (p=0.001).

Conclusion: In the investigation of areas, the most important problems and research barriers
from the viewpoint of faculty members are weak teamwork at the university, large bulk of
work and different expectations from the faculty members and lack of proper research
environment.
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